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pretended cause of separation. Then, as now,
American interests were divided, the Southern
planters being Free Traders and the Northern
manufacturers Protectionists. These latter took
advantage of the secession to pass a Protectionist
measure, the Morrill Tariff, in all haste through
Congress. But to represent their conduct as a
justification for the South was a singular inversion
of cause and effect, only to be accounted for by a
very powerful exercise of the will to believe.

As to the expediency of fighting for the Union
and the possibility of maintaining it by force, time
has proved that Lincoln was a better prophet than
the bulk of the educated classes in England. It
has to be mentioned, however, that one English-
man did distinctly foretell the ultimate victory of
the North. This was not a practical statesman or
a soldier, but the idealist philosopher John Stuart
Mill.1 Whether the victory was or was not bought
too dear may, of course, be disputed. But if, as
seems likely, those four years of fighting have
effectually prevented any future wars on the North
American Continent, even such a frightful sacrifice
of blood and treasure has not been made in vain.

A crushing defeat suffered by the chief Northern
army at the beginning of the war inspired our
respectable classes with a belief in the invincibility
of the South which never wavered until its final
collapse. Hatred for American democracy naturally
sent the whole Tory party and Tory Press to the

* See   his   Conflict   in   America,   first   published   in
Magazine t February,  1862 (reprinted in Dissertations and Dis-
cussions f vol. iii.).